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Abstract

Thanks to an agreement between the Pompeii Archaeological Park Applied Research Laboratory and the Cocceius Association, 
we investigated a rain-water drainage system located under the Pompeii Civil Forum. The system was recovered and cleared-up 
in 1900 and it is still in operation. The pivotal element of such system is represented by twin water tanks, designed to hold about 
350 m3 of water. Their structure resembles the Jupiter temple favissae, ascribed to the 2nd century BC. The tank development is 
strictly related to the Forum evolution in pre-Roman and Roman age. We were able to enter and inspect the southernmost tank, 
well-preserved and still holding rain-water. This essay illustrates the safety measures applied to the exploration operations, the 
system description, evolutionary hypotheses, conservation and maintenance suggestions. The tank is 27.80 m long and 1.91 m 
wide. The overall height is about 4 m, but the bottom is filled with 2.90 m of thick debris and mud layer, collected after the 1900 
clean-up. The northernmost tank has been identified through the outtake hole, although no vertical access is evident on the Civil 
Forum surface. Rainwater is still collected by Augustan age channels under the Civil Forum southern area and stored into the 
southern tank, where debris settles. Water then fills the northern tank. The excess water spills over the outtake hole and flows 
westwards into a 160 m long drainage channel under Via Marina, then reaching a square hole in the Samnite walls near Porta 
Marina.
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Fig. 1 – Pompeii: the south cistern survey (from Cozzi & Sogli-
ano, 1900).

Fig. 2 – Pompeii, Civil Forum: plan showing the twin cistern 
position (from Sogliano, 1925).
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total height, from the Cozzi survey (Cozzi & Sogli-
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-

-

-
tern walls.
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well at the eastern end. The walls and vaults of both 
opus incertum -
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tunnels under Via Marina.

Discussion

of the Temple of Jupiter favissae
nd

Fig. 3 – Pompeii, Civil Forum, south cistern: the western side 
and the intake hole (photo G. Ferrari).

Fig. 4 – Pompeii, Civil Forum: plan of the hydraulic system
with present water flow directions (drawing by D. de Simone).

Fig. 5 – Pompeii, Civil Forum: the south cistern present status 
(from Cozzi & Sogliano, 1900, modified). The mud filling is in 
brown, while the water left after the pumping operation is in 
cyan.
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rd-2nd
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perhaps also in relation that, up to at least the 2nd
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domus italica,
impluvium

350 m3 -
-

-
2

about 130 m3

1 m3

The inspection in the south cistern was possible thanks to the collaboration of cavers Berardino Bocchino and Elena Rognoni; the 
technicians of the ALES company took care of the workspace and of the drainage pump operations. The Hans Brand company in 
Milan provided the portable gas analyser used to check the safety of the air in the hypogeum.
Alessandra Ressa proofread the text.
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